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Dear Director:

Director
Office of Legislative Affairs
Federal Communications Commission
Room 808
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554
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July 12, 1999

RECEIVED

AUG 12 1999
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GI'I'ICE OF TIlE SECIIETMY

113 Sr. JOY,." STArr,
308 U,S. C'>lJlllH''''''
MrJM.l. AI 36601
iJ34l694 4164

15 Lrr Srnrn
Alf1U.s ('"ml'")'''''
MU/'llGQIIAf&ly. At 361Q11
13341 223 1303

l11R GnrrN"n<,..o A"'N'" J~4C1

h''''':AtUO'''''. AL 3540\
(2051759 5047

Enclosed please find a copy of correspondence I received from Ben K,
McKinnon,

Please reply, in duplicate, to my aide, CASSaNDRA COLLINS.
'-----------------

Sincerely,

Richard Shelby
RCS/cdc
Enclosure
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ALABAMA BROADCASTERS ASSOCIATION
June 25, 1999

RECEIVEDThe Honorable Richard Shelb)
110 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

AUG 121999
Dear Senator Shelby, IIllBW.~ .

lIl'ittOf lIlE1lOMl COllI ·SION
Alabama broadcasters are being confronted with the mostse~eat that our

industry has ever faced and that is the ill conceived proposal by FCC Chainnan Bill
Kennard to drop in low power FM radio stations throughout the United States.

OFFICERS
PRESIDENT

PAT COURINGTON, JR.
WAVU~QSB.ALBERnnLLE

VICE PRESIDENT
HAROLD CULVER

WSFA·TV - MONTGOMERY

SECRETARY~REASURER

MAUOIE BEOFORO
WVNA·AMJfM - TUSCUMBIA

1316 ALFORD AVENUE
SUITE 201

BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA
35226

(205) 979-1690
(800) 211 -5189

FAX (205) 919-9981

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
TOMMY RAY

TUSCALOOSA

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
BEN MCKINNON

ABA OFFICE· BIRMINGHAM

DIRECTORS
DISTRiCT I

BILL THOMAS
WSBMlWQLTiWXFL • FLORENCE

DISTRICT II
ARNOLD HORNBUCKLE

WAHR· HUNTSV1Ll..E

DISTRICT III
ERIC LAND

W1AT-TV - BIRMINGHAM

DISTRICT IV
PHIL COX

ABC 33 ....0 - ANNISTON

Techmcal interference from these low power drop ins will be devastating plus
the absolute impossibility of any type of enforcement and the very real possibility of
destroying the future of digital radio and, worst case scenario, the destruction of radlO
as we know it today serving the public and individual communities with news,
entertainment and public service programming.

At our Washington dinner on March 9, we indicated to the Alabama delegation
our strong opposition to this incredible proposal. FCC comment deadline from
broadcasters has been extended until August 2nd in order to allow the completion and
evaluation of technical interference.

We are enclosing a copy of the ABA position and would greatly appreciate any
help that you can give uS ";th the FCC which IS already facing a great deal of
congressional opposition on thIS matter

DISTRICT v
DAVIOWOOOS

WCOV·TV - MONTGOMERY

DISTRICT VI
RON EUBANKS

WTXTANACT-TUSCALOQSA

DISTRICT Vll
JOHN GAUSE

WDFX-TV - DOTHAN

OlSTR~CTVIII
BUCK LONG

WKRG·TV . MOBILE

DIRECTOR·AT·LARGE
LINDA SPALLA

WHNT·TV - HUNTSVILLE

Also enclosed is a copy of an editorial from a highly respected industry
publication, Radio Inc, titled "William Kennard, The Man who Killed Radio" We
concur with the thoughts expressed by this publication.

Thank you for your continuing interest in the future of Alabama broadcasters
and for your efforts to help us perpetuate our present system of free over-the-air radio
with diverSity and clanty in every community that is currently interference free and
operated by responsible broadcasters.

Sincerely yours,

~fjiif.--_.-
PAST PRESIDENTS DIRECTOR

HOUSTON PEARCE
~SKMnUG-TUSCALOOSA

Ben K. McKinnon
Executive Director

EDLJCATlONAL ADVISER
JIM JACKSON

AUBURN UNIVERSITY - AUBURN BKMcm

. -._--~------------
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OBITUARIES
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MICRORADIO FCC PROPOSAL

On January 28, the FCC proposed new rules that would relax the regulations to enable
new broadcasters to transmit in areas from 2 to 18 miles in diameter, far smaller tban tbe
territory reached by commercial broadcasters. Tbe new rules would permit bundreds. if not
thousands, of small broadcasters to run inexpensive, low-power stations. Not only would tbese
new stations cause great interference with eDsting stations, but also the FCC has no means for
monitoring stations that may start out u one-watt stations but later seek to become full power
stations.

The Commission is proposing to adopt two classes, of low power radio. The first, LP
1000. would allow operations with 1000 watts effective radiate power. which would provide
a coverage area witb a radius of approximately nine miles.

Tbe second clus, LP 100. would allow operations with up to 100 watts effective radiated
power. allowing a service area of approximately 3.5 miles.

Tbe Commission also asked if it should authorize a true micropower statioD claM, with
power !eve'" of hetween 1 and 10 watts. If adopted. such statioDs would have a coverage area
of one or two miles.

ABA's Position On Microradio

The ABA strongly opposes any further FCC action on microradio for the following
important reaSOns.

• Adding thousands of new low-power stations to an already congested radio
band would cause devastating interference to existing broadcasters. including air traffic
control and emergency police and fire frequencies;

• A low-power service could jeopardize broadcasters from ever implementing digital
radio technology. whicb depends on the existing channel allocations;

• The FCC does not have the resources to establish this new service and could face
extraordinary burdens in licensing new low power stations. solviog interference
problems. and policing power cheaters if a low power service were established.

• The FCC should not establish an entirely new service to legitimize the pirate
broadcasters who are flagrantly violating tbe law as it exists today.

The granting of new low power F'\i microradio stations would be a crippling blow to
small market local community oriented broadcasters.


